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This event will feature international and national 
experts sharing their vision of the “Biobanking of 
the future”. Three panels of experts will discuss 
new directions in state-of-the-art biobanking 
research. To meet current requirements, the 
scientific community biobanks need to tackle 
challenges including harmonized procedures, 
promotion of high quality standards or 
sustainability, all of them in the framework of 
their ethical, legal and social dimensions. The 
conference will thus provide a forum for discussion 
around topics on next biobanking generation 
including focus on optimal usage of biological 
resources as well as present successful human 
and non-human biobanking research examples.

C
O

N
FE

R
EN

C
E

P
re

se
nt

at
io

n

     BIOBANKING OF 
THE FUTURE
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Swiss Biobanking Platform (SBP) is the newly created 
national coordination platform for biobanks in human and 
non-human domains. 

In 2013, the SNSF launched a competitive call for concepts 
to develop a national biobanking platform. The SBP 
concept was selected by an international panel of experts 
in biobanking activities and is presently in its construction 
phase. Since 2016, SBP is a legal independent association 
founded by the five Swiss University Hospitals together with 
the SBP Project Group representing laboratory medicine, 
pathology, veterinary and public health domains.

In 2017, SBP has developed recommenda-
tions for biobanking activities based on quality, 
governance, interoperability and public engage-
ment with a close link with the Biobanking and 
Biomolecular Research Infrastructure (BBMRI-
ERIC) as the Swiss national node and other 
European networks. 

In particular, SBP is supporting biobanks with 
an innovative development, called SBP Toolbox, 
to guide biobanks on governance and quality 
management system issues based on state 
of the art Good Biobanking Practices. SBP 
Toolbox will serve as a basis for the first Swiss 
Biobanking Platform Directory and will provide 
a first grading tool of Biobanking activities. In 
that process, SBP is proposing independent 

audits as a service for biobanks and institutions as well as 
SBP certification labels, in an effort to facilitate biobanks’ 
interoperability and harmonization.

SWISS 
BIOBANKING 
PLATFORM

«SBP IS A SWISS 
NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION INITIA-
TIVE RESPONDING TO 
INCREASING REQUESTS 
FROM RESEARCHERS IN 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
IN TERMS OF QUALITY, 
ACCESS, TRANSPAR-
ENCY AND INTERCON-
NECTEDNESS OF 
BIOBANKS AND THEIR 
BASIC DATA FOR 
RESEARCH PURPOSES.»
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> Mr Olivier Dessibourg 
Event Moderator – Scientific journalist

 Olivier Dessibourg is an award-winning science journalist 
and editor. Until 2016, he headed the Science section of the 
newspaper Le Temps, covering all fields from hard science 
to health and environment. A physicist, mathematician and 
science teacher by training, he now works as a freelance for 
various media outlets, including Le Temps, NewScientist (UK), 
Le Monde and La Recherche (France). He is the President of 
the Swiss Association of Science Journalism SASJ and the 
Swiss delegate to the World Federation of Science Journal-
ists. His activities also include writing books (an upcomming 
serie on Personalized medicine) and chairing the Organization 
committee for the World Conference of Science Journalists, 
due to take place in July 2019 in Lausanne.
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Does it make sense 
to collect all available 
samples from 
clinics or should we 
only select project-
SPECIFIC samples?

 SAMPLE
 COLLECTION

Dr. Ingrid Walter



> Mr Erik Steinfelder 
Director General, BBMRI-ERIC, Vienna

 Erik Steinfelder is Director General of BBMRI-
ERIC. He earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Analytical Chemistry from the Saxion 
University of Applied Sciences in Deventer, 
Netherlands, and subsequently completed 
a course in Foundations of Management at 
Nyenrode Business University in Breukelen, 
Netherlands. In 2008, he joined Thermo 
Fisher Scientific, a multinational biotech-
nology product development company based 
in the US. In his position as first Biobank 
Commercial Leader EMEA, he went on to 
head the complete biobank portfolio and 
range of activities and, most recently, became 
Corporate Accounts Executive. Between 
2014 and 2017, he was also President-
elect, President and past President of ESBB 
(European, Middle Eastern and African Society 
for Biopreservation and Biobanking).

> Dr. Rita Lawlor 
Biobank Director,  
ARC-Net University of Verona

 Rita Lawlor is a Computer Science graduate 
of Trinity College Dublin with a doctorate in 
Oncological Pathology from the University 
of Verona where she is co-founder of the 
ARC-Net applied cancer research centre. 
She is part of the working group to define 
the standards for Research Biobanks of the 
Veneto Regional Government of Italy and is 
part of the coordinating group to create a 
regional biobank network. She is a member 
of the steering committee of BC-NET 
(Biobank Cohort Network of Low Middle 
Income Countries) of IARC (International 
Association for Research on Cancer). She 
is a former director of ISBER, International 
Society for Biological and Environmental 
Repositories and is past president of ESBB, 
the European, Middle Eastern and African 
Society for Biopreservation and Biobanking.

> Dr. Olivier Menzel 
Chairman & founder,  
BLACKSWAN foundation, Geneva

 Olivier Menzel graduated from the University 
of Geneva where he obtained a Master of 
Medical Genetics in 2001 and a PhD in 
2006 from the University of Lausanne and 
EPFL at the Swiss Institute for Experimental 
Cancer Research (ISREC). For seven years 
he directed the laboratory of pediatric 
surgery at the University Hospital of Geneva. 
In parallel he created the BLACKSWAN 
Foundation, a Swiss foundation to support 
research on rare and orphan diseases. In 
2013 he obtained an Executive MBA from 
the HEC of Lausanne with a specialization 
in Management Healthcare. For 2 years he 
was a director at the second largest group of 
private clinics in Switzerland, Swiss Medical 
Network. Now he is Managing Director at 
Think Rare Sàrl and fully involved in the 
BLACKSWAN Foundation activities.

> Dr. Georges Imbert 
Basel Human Tissue Network Lead, Novartis Pharma AG, Basel

 Georges Imbert has a background in molecular biology and human genetics and 
is currently working at the Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research (NIBR) in 
Basel. He is currently leading the Basel Human Tissue Network, whose mission 
is to facilitate access to strategically valuable human biosamples, in order to 
support early research and development programs. He has more than 16 years’ 
pharmaceutical industry experience in the biomarker and translational medicine 
area, having had multiple responsibilities in clinical trial teams and global project 
teams in several disease areas. Since 7 years, he has been focusing on the topic 
of human biosamples procurement and usage for research purposes, covering 
strategic, logistic, legal and ethical considerations among others. 

What is the added value of 
a European Infrastructure?
Mr Erik Steinfelder

> Dr. Aysim Yilmaz 
Head of the Biology and Medicine division, 
SNSF, Bern

 Dr. Aysim Yilmaz is Head of the Division Biol-
ogy & Medicine at the Swiss National Science 
Foundation. She is a trained medical biologist 
and manager. She was active in research 
on tumor cell biology, has worked for Swiss 
Federal Offices and joined the SNSF in 2001. 
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   RESEARCH

Can biobanks become 
PROVIDERS of 
reference materials? 
Why and how?
Dr. Fay Betsou



> Dr. Adrian Egli 
Head of Clinical Microbiology, 
Universitätsspital Basel

 Adrian Egli has studied medicine at the 
University of Basel (1998-2004). He did 
a PhD focusing on virus-specific T-cell 
responses in immunosuppressed hosts 
at the University of Basel (2006-2008). He 
clinically worked mainly in internal medi-
cine, infectious diseases and haematology 
(2005, 2009-2010). From 2011 to 2012 
he did a post-doctoral fellowship at the 
University of Alberta in Canada focusing 
on vaccine induced immune responses 
in immunosuppressed hosts. After his 
return to Basel, he specialized in Clinical 
Microbiology (FAMH) and started his 
research group focusing on host-pathogen 
interactions in the context of pathogen 
transmission. Since 2015 he is the head 
of Clinical Microbiology at the University 
Hospital Basel.  

How to achieve long-term 
sustainability of biobanks?
Prof. Carlo Largiadèr

> Prof. Ingrid Walter 
Head of VetBioBank, Vienna

 Ingrid Walter studied Biology at the Univer-
sity of Vienna and had a position as lecturer 
and scientific assistant after her doctoral 
graduation since 1994. In 2001 she retrieved 
a Max Kade Fellowship and continued her 
scientific work as visiting professor at the 
Institute of Physiology at the Tufts School of 
Medicine, Boston, USA. Back to Vienna, she 
was appointed as an Associate Professor at 
the Institute of Histology and Embryology at 
the VetMedUniand was entrusted to build up 
and lead a tumor tissue biobank in the frame 
of the VetCore Facility for Resarch in 2007. 
She is a local biobank coordinator for the 
BBMRI.at and the implementation of a QM 
system and the compliance with major parts 
of the CEN standards were major milestones 
of the VetBioBank.

> Prof. Carlo Largiadèr 
Head of the Liquid Biobank, Bern

 Carlo R. Largiadèr is an Associate 
Professor of Pharmacogenetics at the 
University Institute of Clinical Chemistry 
(UKC) and the Center of Laboratory 
Medicine in Bern. He received his habil-
itation from the University of Bern in the 
field of population genetics. He is vice 
director of the UKC at the Inselspital and 
the head of the newly established Liquid 
Biobank Bern (LBB). CRL also heads a 
research group in pharmacogenomics and 
drug metabolism at the UKC. His research 
focuses on genetic and non-genetic 
factors/mechanisms underlying inter-indi-
vidual variability in drug response with a 
strong interest in translational aspects.

> Dr. Hadi Abderrahim 
Head of Qatar Foundation R&D, Qatar

 Dr Hadi Abderrahim is the Head of Qatar 
Foundation R&D (Strategy for Healthcare and 
Biomedical). Before, he led Qatar Biobank 
as its managing director. He has more than 
20 years experience in human genetics and 
biomarker development, studying the effect 
of genetic factors on reactions to drugs and 
personalised medicine. As Head of Genetics 
and Biomarkers at Merck Serono (Geneva), 
Dr Abderrahim oversaw the strategies for 
patient stratification in personalized medi-
cine and established a central Biobank in 
Italy. Prior to that, as Head of Genetics and 
Genomics Platforms at Genset in Paris, Dr 
Abderrahim set up a genetic and genomic 
platform with application to studying complex 
traits and diseases and a Pharmacogenetics 
team devoted to identify responders to drug 
treatments. He obtained his M.D. specialty 
in Genetic counseling from Hôpital Necker 
(Paris), and has a PhD in Human Genetics 
and an executive MBA from HEC Paris.
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What will the impact 
of GDPR be on 
collaborations?

   REGULATION

Dr. Rita Lawlor



> Prof. Nicole Probst-Hensch 
Head of Unit Chronic Disease Epidemiology, Swiss TPH Basel

 Nicole Probst-Hensch is Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health at 
the University of Basel Medical School. She is heading the Department 
of Epidemiology and Public Health and also the Unit of Chronic Disease 
Epidemiology. She has been trained in both, Pharmaceutical Sciences (ETH 
Zürich) and Epidemiology (UCLA Los Angeles) and holds doctorates in both 
fields. In her research she applies biomarkers in the context of Exposome 
and Mendelian Randomization approaches to improve mechanistic and causal 
understanding modifiable disease risks. She is the principle investigator of the 
only Swiss-wide national, population-based cohort and biobank (SAPALDIA) 
with 25 years of follow-up and is a founding member and co-investigator of 
the Swiss Biobank Platform. 

Why is optimal sample quality 
essential for biobanks and 
research worldwide?
Prof. Berthold Huppertz

> M. Roland Charrière 
Head of Consumer Protection Directorate, 
Federal Office of Public Health, Bern

 Roland Charrière studied chemistry at 
the University of Fribourg, where he also 
obtained his PhD in 1987. Before joining 
the Federal Office of Public Health in 1997, 
he worked at Ilford AG in Marly, where he 
was responsible for setting up a new analyt-
ical laboratory for the R&D department. He 
continued his career in the Meat Laboratory 
of the Migros Cooperative, as Head of the 
Analytical Department, first, and Head of 
Foodstuffs of Animal Origin Unit, then. During 
his career at the FOPH, Roland Charrière 
held the position of Head of Compliance with 
Foodstuffs Regulation Division. He has been 
appointed Head of the Consumer Protection 
Directorate in 2004 and Deputy Director of 
the FOPH in 2007.

> Prof. Berthold Huppertz 
Chair of Cell biology,  
Gottfried Schatz Research Center, Graz

 Berthold Huppertz is Director and CEO 
of Biobank Graz, the largest clinical 
biobank in Europe. Biobank Graz is a 
publicly owned and certified (ISO 9001) 
organization located at Medical University 
of Graz (Austria). Biobank Graz focuses 
on offering specialized scientific services, 
infrastructure, and technologies to foster 
personalized medicine and therapies. 
Biobank Graz was awarded “Research 
Biobank of the Year” in 2014, “Best 
European Academic Biobank” in 2016 and 
“Most Outstanding Academic Biobank” in 
2016. For more than 20 years Professor 
Huppertz has worked in reproductive 
biology and medicine In 2011 Professor 
Huppertz has taken over the lead at 
Biobank Graz to maintain and increase 
its significance and integrate it into 
international biobanking networks.

> Dr. Fay Betsou 
Chief Scientific Officer,  
IBBL – Integrated Biobank of Luxembourg

 Fay Betsou is Chief Scientific Officer at IBBL 
(Integrated Biobank of Luxembourg) since 
February 2010, where she leads activities of 
the Biorefinery and Biospecimen Research 
laboratory. She has 25 years of experience 
in molecular diagnostics, disease-oriented 
biobanking and biospecimen research, 
and 12 years of experience in ISO 9001 
and ISO 17025 application to biobanks. 
After her PhD, Dr Betsou worked in the 
diagnostics industry on the development 
of molecular and immunological diagnostic 
tests in microbiology. She then became 
Head Laboratory Manager at a European 
biobank where she led the work bringing the 
biobank to ISO certification for all biobanking 
activities, including Quality Control and 
methods validation. She is also an active 
Luxembourg national delegate in ISO 
REMCO and ISO TC276.
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9.00 REGISTRATION & COFFEE   

9.30 > Inaugural message from Christine Currat  
Executive Director of the Swiss Biobanking Platform, Lausanne

 > and Olivier Dessibourg  
Scientific journalist 

SESSION 1  VISIONS FOR BIOBANKING

9.40 > Dr. Aysim Yilmaz 
Head of the Biology and Medicine division, SNSF, Bern 
Biobanking: a funder’s vision 

10.00  > Mr Erik Steinfelder 
Director General, BBMRI-ERIC 
Biobanking: making new treatments possible?

10.20  > Dr. Georges Imbert 
Basel Human Tissue Network Lead, Novartis Pharma AG, Basel  
Basic and translational research with human biological samples in a 
global pharmaceutical industry: current state and future perspectives

10.40  > Dr. Rita Lawlor 
Biobank Director, ARC-Net University of Verona 
Biobanking: A model of Collaboration 

11.00  > Dr. Olivier Menzel 
Chairman & founder, BLACKSWAN foundation 
How biobanking helps the rare disease community?

11.20 > Panel discussion moderated by Olivier Dessibourg

12.00  LUNCH BREAK

SESSION 2  BIOBANKING INTO PRACTICE     

13.00 > Dr. Adrian Egli 
Head of Clinical Microbiology, Universitätsspital Basel 
Biobanks in Microbiology – improving diagnostic and research quality

13.20 > Prof. Ingrid Walter 
Head of VetBioBank, Vienna 
Animal samples – a valuable source for research

13.40 > Prof. Carlo Largiadèr 
Head of the Liquid Biobank, Bern 
Liquid Biobank Bern: The Inselspital concept of healthcare – integrated 
biobanking for precision medicine

14.00 > Dr. Hadi Abderrahim 
Head of Qatar Foundation R&D  
Strategy for Healthcare and Biomedical

14.20  COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 3  CHALLENGES FOR CUTTING EDGE RESEARCH  

15.00 > Prof. Berthold Huppertz 
Chair of Cell biology, Histology and Embryology at the Gottfried Schatz 
Research Center, Graz 
Biobanks and sample quality: Where do we go?

15.20 > Dr. Fay Betsou 
Chief Scientific Officer – IBBL – Integrated Biobank of Luxembourg 
Biobanks as providers of reference materials

15.40 > Prof. Nicole Probst-Hensch 
Head of Unit Chronic Disease Epidemiology, Swiss TPH Basel 
Human Biomonitoring in the Exposome Era

16.00 > Dr. Roland Charrière 
Head of Consumer Protection Directorate,  
Federal Office of Public Health, Bern 
Human Biomonitoring in Switzerland: Pave the way for tomorrow

16.20 > Panel discussion moderated by Olivier Dessibourg

CONCLUSION 

17.00 > Dr. Karim Boubaker 
Cantonal medical Officier of Vaud, Public Health Service 
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